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Over recent months the Strategy 2015+ Task Force has undertaken an in-depth study 
of the mobile industry’s evolving business environment and the possible implications 
for GCF’s role.  

With industry analysts universally forecasting that mobile M2M connections will be a 
significant component of the Internet of Things, the Task Force identified an 
opportunity to support the emerging M2M business models of members – and the 
wider industry.  For large-scale M2M deployments in particular, but also more 
generally, GCF Certification can be leveraged to build confidence among operators, 
device manufacturers, distributors, systems integrators and other stakeholders.  

The Task Force also concluded that certification of mobile phones and connectivity 
devices for 
compliance against 
industry-agreed 
standards remains 
fundamental to the 
core businesses of 
GCF’s operator and 
manufacturer members. A global certification scheme offers tangible benefits to 
manufacturers wishing to offer products to operators or distributors looking to source 
products in an increasingly global market.  

While promoting the interoperability of wireless products remains central GCF’s 
mission, September’s Steering Group meeting agreed an updated set of objectives 
which places greater emphasis on identifying and serving the certification needs of 
emerging geographical markets and the M2M sector.  

GCF to expand its M2M remit 
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Work Item Update 
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The process of bringing new functionalities or technologies 
into Certification begins when a Work Item Proposal receives 
support from a broad cross-section of members at one of 
GCF's quarterly Steering Group (SG) meetings. 

The conversion of an SG-approved Work Item into new 
Certification Criteria is undertaken by member companies 
working together in one of GCF’s Agreement Groups. 

The Agreement Group identifies a subset of the tests defined 
by the relevant standards organisation that will ensure that 
conformance testing, IOP testing and field trials, respectively, 
incorporate the optimum combination of rigour and 
pragmatism.  
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Once approved by Steering Group, the 
translation of a Work Item into Certification 
Criteria is undertaken by one of GCF’s 
Agreement Groups.  

At its meeting in July, kindly hosted by 
Microsoft in Espoo Finland, the 
Conformance & Interoperab il ity  
Agreement Group (CAG) activated the 
following Work Items that had been 
sanctioned at previous Steering Group 
meetings. 

! Conformance and IOP tests for UICC-
based NFC (Near Field Communication 
Services) referencing the associated 
GSMA profile 

! SWP/HCI Enhancements for UICC-based 
NFC Services 

! Carrier Aggregation for LTE (Rel-10 and 
later). The activated Work Item specifically 
covers the following LTE band 
combinations: 

1 and 18;  1 and 26;   1 and 5; 
3 and 8;  4 and 13. 

! Rel-10 EPS Enhancements for EPS-FDD -
GERAN Inter-RAT Protocol Conformance 
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! EPD TDD-UMTS FDD inter-RAT protocol 
! LTE FDD Inter-band Conformance Testing 
! Network Initiated Secondary PDP Context 

Activation (3G FDD Rel-7) 

In addition, the creation of a detailed Work Item 
Description – the important next step after the 
approval of a Work Item Proposal - was 
completed for: 

! AMR-WB Audio Enhancements (HD Voice) 

New Test P latforms  
A new test platform or tool must be 
independently validated against new test cases 
to ensure it complies with the relevant Test 
Specification.   

Meeting in Espoo immediately after CAG, the 
Fie ld Tr ia l  Agreement Group (FTAG) 
agreed a number of operational changes that 
tightened the alignment with the GSMA TS.11 
test specifications on which GCF Field Trials are 
largely based and streamlined the maintenance 
of Field Trial documentation. 
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GCF Certification News is intended to provide an overview of the work of GCF and does not constitute a formal record of decisions taken at GCF meetings. 
Members can access official records of all GCF meetings in the members’ area of the GCF website. 

To receive your own copy of future editions of GCF Certification News, please sign-up at www.globalcertificationforum.org 
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The Steering Group received reports 
from the current task forces.  

Strategy Task Force 
The initial recommendations from the 
Strategy 2015+ Task force were 
delivered to SG#60 in Beijing.  The 
Task Force has been further tasked 
with devising a quantifiable action plan 
to move the approved and expanded 
strategy forward.  

Automotive Task Force 
Tasked with understanding the 
relevance of GCF Certification to the 
emerging connected vehicle market, 
the Automotive Task Force submitted 
an interim report incorporating 
intelligence and insight gleaned from 
operator M2M business units to SG#60 
in Beijing.  Further outreach to 
automotive manufacturers is currently 
underway with the target of providing 
recommendations to the SG#61 which 
will take place in Malta in December.  

RCS Task Force 
Although the certification of client 
applications for standards-based 
services such as RCS has been 
successfully implemented within GCF, 
the RCS Task Force will continue until 
at least SG#61 while matters relating 
to future releases of RCS are clarified. 

NFC Task Force 

Following collaboration with a number 
of stakeholders in the NFC eco-system, 
work on UICC-based NFC services is 
now being managed within CAG, as 
reported on page 3. 

The Task Force has therefore been 
formally disbanded although the 
associated email reflector has been 
retained to facilitate discussions 
between interested members on NFC-
related matters. 

Strategy, Automotive, RCS, NFC and 
OTA Task Forces  

GCF has welcomed the following 
new members since the last 
edition of Certification News.  

TIM Celular, Brazil

Advantech, Taiwan
AsureWave, Taiwan
Compal, Taiwan

Montseny Balast, Spain
Prestigio Plaza, Cyprus
Quanta Computer, Taiwan

TCL, China
TrekStor, Germany
Wistron, Taiwan

• Ascom Wireless, Sweden 

• CCIC-SET, China 
• InterDigital Communications, 

USA 
• Integrated Service Technology, 

Taiwan 
• Keysight Technologies, Spain 
• PAL Acoustics Technology, 

Taiwan 

Membership totals  

• Operators: 20 
• Manufacturers: 72 
• Associate Operators: 100 
• Associate Manufactures: 11 
• Observers: 78 
• Client Vendors: 1 

Membership 
Matters 

Meet GCF in 2015 

 
 
 

 
 
If you would like to meet GCF at 
MWC in Barcelona or MAE in 
Shanghai, contact us at [email 
address]. 
 
We’re also keen to build on the 
successful regional events we 
staged in Delhi in 2013 and Beijing 
in 2014.  Details will be published 
on the GCF website and in a future 
edition of Certification News.  

VACANCY 
Business Development 

for New Markets 
For details, contact 

gcf@globalcertificationforum.org 

Closing date: 31 October 
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OTA Task Force  
This Task Force was established to 
identify certification requirements for 
Over-The-Air Antenna Performance.   

Through liaison with relevant 3GPP 
technical groups, the intention is to fill 
current gaps in the certification 
requirements (test methodologies, test 
limits) for the mobile technologies, 
bands and device form factors of interest 
to GCF members.  


